
The plot of A Tuna Christmas centers on the town's annual Christmas Yard Display Contest, 
won 14 times in a row by Vera Carp. A mysterious "Christmas Phantom," known for vandalizing 
the yard displays, threatens to throw the contest into turmoil. Among the subplots are Stanley 
Bumiller's attempts to end his probation and leave Tuna, Bertha Bumiller's trying to hold her 
family together at Christmas time, and Joe Bob Lipsey's struggle to mount successfully his 
production of A Christmas Carol despite numerous vexations and obstacles.

Seeking 2 actors to play 11 characters each in this holiday comedy classic.

A Tuna Christmas

AUDITION PACK


AUDITIONS: NOVEMBER 4th, 7PM


Performances: DECEMBER 13-22, 2019



CHARACTER BREAKDOWN
• Arles Struvie - A disc jockey at radio station OKKK.
• Didi Snavely - Owner of Didi's Used Weapons ("If we can't kill it, it's 

immortal")
• Petey Fisk - Employee of the Greater Tuna Humane Society
• Jody Bumiller - Youngest child of Bertha Bumiller
• Stanley Bumiller - Aspiring taxidermist, fresh from reform school; 

twin to Charlene
• Charlene Bumiller - Daughter of Bertha Bumiller and sister to 

Stanley and Jody; infatuated with Joe Bob Lipsey.  As seen with 
Bertha Bumiller (Sears) at the Kennedy Center]

• Vera Carp - Town snob and acting leader of the Smut-Snatchers of 
the New Order ("until the Rev. Spikes gets out of prison")

• Dixie Deberry - Controller of the Tuna Electric Company
• Helen Bedd - A waitress at the Tasty-Creme. As seen with Inita 

Goodwin (Sears) at the Kennedy Center
• Farley Burkhalter - A "little person" and a patron of the Tasty-Creme
• Garland Poteet - A soda distributor and one of Inita's many 

boyfriends
• Thurston Wheelis - A disc jockey at radio station OKKK
• Elmer Watkins - The victim of a tragic flame shooter incident, Elmer 

was left with no eyebrows.
• Bertha Bumiller - Housewife and mother to Jody, Stanley, and 

Charlene; member of the Smut Snatchers of the New Order 
("Censorship is as American as apple pie, so shut up!")

• Leonard Childers - Entrepreneur and radio personality on OKKK
• R.R. Snavely - UFOlogist and husband to Didi
• Pearl Burras - Aunt to Bertha, former riveter in Houston during World 

War II (the Japanese "never sank one of [her] ships!")
• Sheriff Givens - Called "Rubber Sheets" due to his having wet the 

bed at church camp
• Ike Thompson - a slow-witted highway worker
• Inita Goodwin - A waitress at the Tasty-Creme
• Phoebe Burkhalter - Presumably Farley's significant other,
• Joe Bob Lipsey - the "not-the-marrying-kind" director of the Tuna 

Little Theater's "troubled production" of A Christmas Carol



Bertha: Hello. Hello, Ike, nice of you to call back. 
Well, you may not want to wish me a Merry 
Christmas after you hear what I have to say. Yeah, 
yeah, listen, Ike. I want you to have my husband call 
his home. You don’t know where he is, huh. Well, 
Ike, I suggest you finish your Christmas brew and 
get off your Christmas butt and go find him. Oh, I 
think you‘ll find him alright, ’cause if you don’t the 
next message l leave will be with your wife, Ida. You 
remember Ida? And l’m telling her about that red-
headed bank teller that you and Leonard and my 
husband and half the men in this town play poker 
with in Sand City. Ike, now I’m already mad I had to 
leave a message at this nasty beer joint you’re in. 
l’m sprayin' this phone down with Lysol when I hang 
up. And if I don’t hear from my husband by this 
afternoon l'm cashing in his poker ships, and yours, 
Now you try to have a merry one. (SHE hangs up 
the phone.) I’m a desperate woman. (SHE calls 
upstairs.) Stanley, get down here now!  



Didi: You’d better find Hank Bumiller or it’ll be “vaya con 
Dios.” (The TELEPHONE rings. Didi sings another carol 
while SHE crosses to answer it) “Good King What’s-his‐ 
name went down ….” (Didi picks up the phone.) Didi’s 
Used Weapons: if we can’t kill it, it’s immortal…. 
Hello,Dottie…. Well, it’s usually bad news when you call, 
Dottie. What’s the matter, is your plane late or what?… 
What do you mean, you’re not comin? … Well, great. 
Why? Ah, hell… Ah, hell… Ah, hell…he’s always had 
that. Well, don’t they have anti‘fungal creams in 
California, Dottie? … Well, you still gotta come get 
Mama. No. No. No, I had her last Christmas…I know 
you took her for Easter, Dottie. She’s still got egg dye in 
her hair and under her nails and God knows where else. 
We can’t even take her to church…Oh, yeah? Well, I’ve 
got a Christmas wish for you, too, Dottie…. Yeah, well, I 
hope Santa craps down your chimney. (Didi hangs up 
the phone.) God, it is hell being a twin. 



HELEN: I want to say something now.You know, there are times in life 
when everything starts to get to you. i know for those of us in the food 
service business, there are days when the grill is smoking, the ice 
machine is spittin’ cubes at you, and the poppy seeds are falling o f f 
the buns, when it’s easy to question whether Tuna can offer enough to 
aspiring career women like us. But then something like this just comes 
out of the blue. It just encourages me so much, l just want to go back 
to school and get my G.E..D. 

INITA: Well, I’m grate-fill, I really am, but I’m not going that far. 

HELEN: And we want to recognize the other finalists. 

INITA: We do. Somebody tell that to Vera when she comes to. Now 
that that’s out of the way, this gal’s ready to rock n’ roll! 

HELEN: Great. So we'll see everybody at the OKKK party later 
tonight. 

INITA: That's right. And if Dixie cuts off the lights on the play, we’ll start 
early. (INITA looks out to the side of the audience.) Helen! Is that 
Sheriff Givens out there puttin’ a ticket on your Mitsubishi? 

HELEN: It sure is! 

INITA: Get away from that truck, Rubber Sheets. (As SHE exits 
through the curtain.) C’mon, Helen, let's get outta here. 

HELEN: Hey! You put a ticket on my pick-up truck and I’ll slip 
something in your chili dog next time you come in. (SHE waves to the 
audience as SHE exits through the curtain.) Bye! 



PETEY: Fresno, sit. Stay. Now, Fresno, I know you’re half 
coyote and you’re not used to being stampeded by hostile 
sheep. B u t if you bite me one more time you’re going to be 
making the call of the wild. And you sheep stay over by the 
gate. Don’t stampede the coyote. This natural enemy thing is 
about to kill me. Put down to my last arm and leg. One more 
injury and we’ll all starve to death. And Paula, I know iguanas 
are prone to depression ‐‐ but you’re gonna end up with a 
zipper and a snap if you don’t lighten up. You all ought to be 
ashamed of yourselves. Where’s your Christmas spirit? Hey, 
hey, stay calm! Stay calm! Stay calm! Stay cairn! Just stay 
calm. Let me look for the star There it is. Fresno…There it is, 
shining like the very first Christmas. We were all a part of it. 
Shepherds were watching their flocks of sheep by night ‐ 
obviously there was a coyote problem ‐ when they saw that 
star. And Joseph and Mary found no room at the inn, but the 
innkeeper said they could stay in the stable and that’s where 
the baby was born, among the cattle and the sheep -‐ and the 
iguanas. Look at it shine. You know, the light from that star left 
before there was even anybody here to see it. It’s like looking 
at eternity. Shining down on everything. Peace on earth, good 
will to everybody. I never get tired of hearing that. Well, that’s 
something to wish for. (HE motions to his pets.) Come on, 
now. Fresno. Paula, let’s go inside. Girls, stay calm. We all 
need our rest. Tomorrow’s Christmas Day. 
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